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2017 Volunteer
Recognition
Our annual Volunteer Recognition was held at the
Tazewell County Fairgrounds in Nuckolls Hall on
May 24th. This year’s recognition was a rousing
success, with over 130 volunteers in attendance. The
theme was “Million Dollar Volunteers.” There was a
“check” presented to David Larimer and David
Anderson by Susan White in the amount of
$2,218,646.24. This represents the dollar value of
volunteer service rendered in Tazewell County at a
rate of $26.96 per hour. Way to go, RSVP and SCP!!!
After a wonderful lunch, we had a wonderful
presentation from David Anderson, Tazewell County
Treasurer, regarding the value of volunteer service.
WE would like to thank the staff of CVCA who gave
of their time to make this year’s recognition one of
the best! And to the RSVP and SCP volunteers, keep
up the great work!
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Successful VITA Season!

FOURTH OF JULY
THOUGHTS

A Quote from Band of
Brothers: "They depended on
each other. And the world
depended on them."
I say, "We need to depend on
each other so that our
community and country can
depend on us."
Quote from Band of
Brothers: T
" here Was A Time
When The World Asked
Ordinary Men To Do
Extraordinary Things."
I say, "Once again today we
need ordinary men and
women to do extraordinary
things for their neighbors
and for our country."

-Michael McCartney

Your Senior Volunteer Services staff
was busy again this year, preparing
taxes for the citizens of Tazewell
County and the surrounding areas!
VITA stands for Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance. We offer a free tax
preparation service for those whose
household income is under $54000
annually.
This year, we had 9 tax
preparers who prepared over 552 tax returns. These returns generated
$758.905 in tax refunds to our clients. This is a very worthwhile
program that has great dividends! If you might be interested in being a
volunteer income tax preparer, contact our office in mid-December!
Training and materials will be provided at no cost. At the end of the
day, you will know you have made a difference in the lives of your
clients! Also, these volunteer hours are reportable for RSVP.

At War with Our Vices
On July 4, 1776 fifty-six men signed the Declaration of Independence.
Citing numerous abuses of the law and the oppressive and unjust rule of the
king of England, these men pledged their honor, their lives and their
livelihood to the cause of justice and freedom. We have them and many
others to thank for the freedoms we now enjoy in this country. The struggle
for freedom didn't end with them. Evil is always present and always eager to
enslave us. The Revolutionary War, and many others like it over the years,
was just part of a much deeper and difficult struggle that has gone on in the
lives of human beings since the beginning of the world.
Signer of the Declaration of Independence Benjamin Franklin
referred to this struggle in one of his famous sayings: "Be at war with your
vices, at peace with your neighbor, and let every new year find you a better
man." The struggle for freedom, the struggle for good, the struggle for peace
in this world is not just the matter of occasional wars or political debates.
This struggle rests at the heart and core of every human being. It begins
within each of us as Franklin said so well: "Be at war with your vices." This
is also what God teaches us to do in an even more significant way as we
heard in these words of the Apostle Paul:
“I see in my members another law waging war against the law of
my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Romans 7.23-25

Volunteer Peggy Miller Wins Prestigious Award
Volunteer
Peggy
Miller, who
works with
our RSVP
and
SCP
programs,
was
in
Richmond
recently to
receive the
Senior Companion Member of the Year
award at the 2017 Virginia Volunteerism and
Service Conference. This conference was

held on May 16, 2017, at the Doubletree
Inn—Koger Center South.
Our Senior Companions provide
companionship,
light
housekeeping,
transportation to doctor appointments, among
many other things. Our companions are very
humble and think of their clients first.
We’re very proud not only of Peggy,
but of all of our Senior Companions for all
the hard work they do to assist our senior
population stay independent in their homes!

Summer afternoon summer afternoon; to me they have always been the two most beautiful words
in the English language.
-Source Unknown

Giving Our Love Away
In the summer of 1960 the great musical star
Mary Martin was playing the lead role of
Maria von Trapp in Rogers and
Hammerstein’s musical THE SOUND OF
MUSIC on Broadway. Lyrist Oscar
Hammerstein, II was on his death bed. “One
evening just before Mary went on stage, a
note was handed to her. It was from Oscar
Hammerstein, and it said:

Dear Mary,
A bell is not a bell until you ring it.
A song is not a song until you sing it.

Love in your heart is not put there to stay.
Love isn’t love till you give it away.

After her performance that evening a number
of people rushed backstage, exclaiming,
‘Mary, what happened to you out there
tonight? We have never heard anything like
that performance! You sang with more power
than you’ve ever sung!’
“Blinking back the tears, Mary read them the
note from Oscar Hammerstein. Then she
said, ‘Tonight, I gave my love away!’”

Tazewell County Triad and Tazewell County Fair
Volunteers Needed
The Tazewell County Fair will be held July 18
-22 at the Tazewell County Fairgrounds. Viola
Asbury, Fair Superintendent, has requested
RSVP volunteers to assist in the operation of
the fair. They will especially need help
managing the ticket booth and the information
booth for fairgoers during this week. The fair
will be opening each day, beginning at 3 pm,
Tuesday-Friday, and 10 am on Saturday.
Contact Rick at CVCA or
Viola at the fair office (988
-7300) if you can help!

Tazewell County Triad is also in need of
volunteer help. TRIAD is a three-way
commitment among law enforcement, the
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office, and older
or retired leaders in Tazewell County. The
goal of TRIAD is to reduce crimes against the
elderly, and educate seniors to increase crime
prevention. TRIAD sponsors the annual Senior
Safety Day, scheduled for October 18th.
Senior volunteers are needed and encouraged
to become part of the Tazewell County
TRIAD. Deputy Pat Belcher is our liaison for
Triad. You may contact Pat at the Tazewell
County Sheriff’s office, 988-5970.

“245,000 Senior Corps Volunteers volunteered at 28,100 unique sites across the country last
year.” - CNCS Website

It was so nice to see almost 100 of our SCP and RSVP
volunteers at this year’s Volunteer Recognition! The staff of
RSVP and SCP enjoys planning and preparing for the
recognition. Your presence was our reward for all of the hard
work. We hope you enjoyed the small gifts and encourage
you to be sure to install the car safety tool (cuts seat belts and
smashes car windows) in your primary vehicle.
You were missed if you did not attend on May 24 th, but will
have another chance to get together with our staff and all of
the volunteers at the picnics scheduled in August. All active
volunteers will receive an invitation to the picnics. They will
be held in three areas of Tazewell County, making it easier to
attend with less travel time. Please attend the location that is
closest to your home or the one that best fits your schedule.
They will be held at the Pocahontas Recreation Park, Camp
Joy and Cedar Bluff Overlook Park.
I want to thank my wonderful Senior Volunteer Services staff
for their hard work, enthusiasm and dedication in serving our
senior volunteers, Sandy Harrison – Co. Director SCP, Rick
Mallory – RSVP Coordinator, and Nathan Thomas – RSVP
Administrative Assistant. These are GREAT folks to work

with; together we are a great team!
I want to reach out to each of you and ask that you invite one
or more of your senior (ages 55+) friends and family
members to become an RSVP or/and SCP volunteer. We
have several volunteer stations that have lost vital volunteers
due to illness and death. These organizations work hard to
provide a variety of services for low-to-moderate income
households and others in great need in our communities.
Volunteers are their lifeblood and many more are needed.
RECRUIT IS THE WORD! I know you can do it! I am
setting a goal of 20 new volunteers for July – September for
you to achieve with the support of all SVS staff. We will
report on the number of new volunteers in the next newsletter.
I look forward to bragging about the results!
Sincerely Thankful and Truly Appreciative,

Susan White
Director of Senior Volunteer Services

Veterans’ Coffee Hour
Our bi-monthly Veterans’ Coffee Hour was held at the Clinch
Valley Community Action headquarters in North Tazewell, on
June 21st. This was a very informative and enjoyable meeting with
over veterans and/or spouses in attendance. Our guest speaker for
the day was Deputy Pat Belcher from the Tazewell County
Sheriff’s Office. Her presentation was regarding TRIAD, a
community partnership between law enforcement agencies, senior
citizens, and senior organizations, focused on reducing crime
against Tazewell County’s senior population. She also spoke about
SNID (Special Needs in Disasters), My Daily Call, and other was
our local agencies can and are assisting our senior population. It
was a very informative meeting, as many in attendance had no
knowledge of these organizations.
If you know of a veteran who is not currently attending our
coffee hours, let them know about it. Our Veterans Coffee Hours
are held bi-monthly, so be on the lookout for newspaper
announcements and flyers announcing the next Veterans’ Coffee
Hour!

“I interviewed my
dad on video in his
final weeks. When
I asked about his
work and finding
meaning through
helping others, he
responded, "I don't
think you can be
focused on, 'Oh
gee, I want to
make a difference.'
It has to be spontaneous. If it's
not...there's some
kind of egotistical
thing going on.
That's a red flag.
You hope you impact people on the
deepest level you
are capable of at
the time. Sometimes you hit it,
sometimes you
don't. You're trying.”
-Lisa Shannon

The Senior Volunteer Staff
would like to wish all of our
wonderful volunteers a very
safe and enjoyable Summer!
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